
MPSH PTSA General Meeting 
October 8, 2020 

Minutes 
I. Call to Order & Approval of Prior Minutes 7:03PM The minutes approved without discussion or corrections.  

 
II. Principal’s Report  

a. Reopening of School- school opened in person yesterday, kids were excited, and while it was a little bit 
scary, once the students warmed up it was back to normal.  Students needed reminders regarding social 
distancing but did a good job of following rules.  Kids are learning the new campus, freshmen got a little lost 
and congregated on the first day but today was much better.  Delayed dismissal times to stagger the 
crowds in the hallways, so dismissal started before the last bell rang.  Directional stairwells are all in place. 
Lunch could be expanded to 4 periods if necessary, the pawvillion is the main lunch area and the cafeteria 
just desks now so there is plenty of room- the pawvillion is trickier.  Kids during lunch need to remain 
seated but have many options as to where to eat.  Lunch is allowing two per table facing the same direction 
in the pawvillion. Post lunch, encouraging self cleaning. Lunch can be eaten throughout the courtyard. 
Schedule changes are continuing; some are not done yet as they were turned in last night.  Working on 
finishing up all changes with students who are interested in staying home. Schedule changes will be 
reflected in student portal. Athletics practices started- football and volleyball, Setting up football games.  Wil 
be interesting to see how games and matches will be set up.  Teachers have wipes, they can give to 
students instead of wiping themselves.  FLVS first period students should sign in with Mr. Corrido, trying to 
have system for students at home, so they sign in to get attendance credit.  Working so they don’t have to 
sign into zoom daily.  Mask rules- rules are being enforced and students and teachers are being told to 
wear correctly.  Everybody has worn a mask the past two days.  Everyone must wear a mask.  Valve 
masks are not permitted.  School has replacement masks if necessary.  Many messages have been 
relayed to parents, students and teachers regarding proper mask wearing. 650 students the last two days, 
will have about another 600 with seniors and juniors.  Changing MSO to in person- requests are being 
taken, but they may not be granted.  For MSO- can switch immediately, but for schoolhouse need to wait 
until at least October 23.  Will start processing in person requests but those are space available case by 
case basis.  Teachers are teaching dual
modalities, teachers are teaching from home as well.  Facilitators are in the room if a teacher is teaching 
remotely.  Offered additional training to all teachers if they thought it was necessary. If teachers or staff are 
not wearing masks- alert Mrs. Dobbs immediately. Dual modalities teachers, if a student is not feeling well, 
can log into class on a case by case basis.  IF out for extended time, will do our best to accommodate.  
Students should stay with their choice, do not switch back and forth.  If schools hit phase 3, everyone may 
be required to return to school.  NO idea when that is happening. Student numbers should stay stable for 
the next few weeks.  Will evaluate room as necessary, will not be several hundred students.  Portal will 
show school choice- physical or MSO.  FLVS for one class, no longer an option for part of school day, but 
you can do it as a 7th period.  Semester classes in January may be an option.  If there is a school 
shutdown, schedules will not change.  Tardy procedures are all online-admit procedures are there too.  
Attendance issues can also be fixed.  If waiting for MSO confirmation, you do not need to attend physical 
school while waiting, just continue online. Every day will be better.  Kids have been great. Teachers with 
subs, if there is no work, please let Mrs. Dobbs know. There was a teacher who retired yesterday.  We are 
having turnover, but working to hire new. Dance is being taught online now, cannot dance in class yet, but 
they are starting to get set up to have some dancing.  Music is also a different experience this year.  No 
changing for PE or Dance. Two hindered power strips in classes.  PTSA ordered n95 masks for teachers 
and plexi for desks, thank you.  Air purifiers on order.  Feels great to have people back in the building.  We 
will do state mandated emergency drills.  Sold 140 parking spots, should be plenty of parking in the student 
lots on 74th avenue.   

 
 

III. Student Services, CAP, and Activities  Mr. Nerenberg, updated contact info, have a new counselor now too, 
will share all info on school website and social media.  It feels good to be back, sense of normalcy, sign up for 



Scoir, colleges etc are all there. Scoir will show chances of getting into certain colleges.  Great tool, kids should 
get familiar with it.  Senior parents, YouTube channel is set up, financial aid info, senior parent night is 
forthcoming. Junior parent night will be set up too.  Will visit all senior classes first, then down…. Colleges 
operating as normal, still need to take tests for state universities, national movement towards test optional.    

 
IV. President’s Report 

a. Welcome and thank you to all new members and donors!  Lots of information on social media!  Parking lots 
have changed.  Student partkng and faculty switched.  Maintenance has not yet placed reserved parking, 
but there is plenty of parking so this should not be an issue.  Admin is helping students who can’t find 
classes.  Let us know how we can help you with questions. Use the MDCPS reopening guide.  We are a 
large school, lots of clubs and activities, impossible to put all the info in one place.  Check social media and 
have your child check too.  Instagram lots of info from clubs, use scoir for college info. Activities has its own 
page, as do most groups.  Classes have their own insta pages.  Juniors wear your J tomorrow; Seniors 
wear a crown and red shirts.  Get the app and opt in to mdcps communication.  PTSA is on Facebook insta 
and twitter and a newsletter.  Changed newsletter day from Monday to Sunday.   

b. Results of PTSA Survey & Committee  
i. PPE purchases and updates- parent input as to how to best support students and teachers during 

reopening, read the reopening guide, reopening guide is very clear as to what the district provides, 
majority of parents think our school is safe and we are doing the best to protect our students, 
parents concerned re the air quality.  Jenn Gould, Dobbs worked with parents in community and 
experts regarding guidance on how to meet needs to school safety, ptsa spent 20k on 10n95 
masks per teacher, 127 plexi dividers, 33 air purifiers in classes with older AC units.  Air circulation 
and regular filer changing is adequate for our needs.  Second new building should be open in 
January.  District did not provide supplies, no budget from them, so ptsa stepped up.  District 
provided plexi for high traffic areas- in office and security desk.   

 
V. Treasurer Report  

a. Amended Budget and vote- amend budget to increase the special projects line, amending to provide funds 
for teachers and students.  See attached documentation.  Amending special project to 30k. Motion to 
approve by Fatima Chaiken, Second Mona Markus.  Motion to amend passes.   

 
VI. Membership and Donations- MemberHub (Nicole)  We have 693 members, $24,375 donations. We would like 

to have over 1000 members that is our goal.  Working on fun membership ideas, contests are coming.  
Community members are welcome and membership starts at $8.  Annual fundraiser is all year long now, many 
different levels to choose from.  Thank you to all our donors and sponsors.  

 
VII. VP/Chair Reports & Any Upcoming Events 

a. Online Book Sales- Arti Ishwaran 
i. Link to store posted on FB and sent in e-blast.  It is still online will close 10/30.   

b. Legislative Report- Nancy – document is attached.  PLEASE VOTE.  Do the Census.   
c. Communication- keep sending to Katie 
d. Additional Reports THANK YOU for the support and positivity as the year has started.  YAC events, boy’s 

lacrosse, junior rings, senior Ads for yearbook purchase online through portal, seniors 12/5 is last day for 
yearbook photo- all this info is posted on PTSA Instagram and facebook.  Gina will never email or text for 
money or gift cards, when in doubt ask.  Online students will take yearbook photos and ID pictures too- 
over several days to distance.  Please wear your old ID if you are an in person student.  Open house will be 
decided by district.   

 
VIII. New Business/Questions/Comments 

NONE 
 
 



Upcoming Dates 
Oct 9 11th & 12th grade Return to School 
Oct 15 Grade level Orientations (virtual and 

aired in 1st period) 
Oct 16 Freshman Class Elections (link will be 

sent to Dade schools emails on the 16th- 
voting during lunch) 

Oct 23  No School (Teacher Planning Day) 
Oct 26 -30 Panther Spirit Week/Election Events 

Nov 2 Mock Election 
Nov 3 No School/National Election 

Day/Teacher Planning 
Nov 11 No School/Veteran’s Day 
Nov 12 PTSA General Meeting, 7 pm 
Nov 25-27 No School/Thanksgiving Break 
Jan 26 PSAT 

 
Dates (unknown) 

Open House (TBD by District) 
School Picture Day (TBD) 

Homecoming (TBD when events are allowed again) 
Parking Space Painting (TBD when events are allowed again)

IX. Adjournment  8:38 
Next General Meeting - Thursday, November 12th, 2020 @ 7pm 


